
                  
 

 

 

*** A Message from the President *** 

I bring you good tidings and new happenings for our group!  
 
After I was elected President I sat down to organize my thoughts and came up with areas 
I’d like to focus on during my time.  My goals are broken into three areas but really they all 
tie back to and support the idea that this group is important and valuable. The basic ideas 
are: to increase our visibility to the public, to increase our membership and provide more 
opportunities for members to come together, and to make the board more efficient. I 
brought this to the April meeting and the rest of the Board was wonderfully supportive 
adding their voices and suggestions. We immediately got to work with the following results: 
 
In order to let the public know the wonderful work we do we created a new appointed 
position that was unanimously approved: Outreach Coordinator. Sean Bill accepted the 
appointment. He will be handling our social media accounts and also reaching out to 
schools in the region for candidates to fill the Student Scholarship for our Fall Sale.   
 
We also decided to update our website and our Webmaster Sandy Feder has been 
working diligently towards that goal. Though the dust hasn’t fully settled make sure to 
check it out - your feedback is always welcome. If you haven’t sent her your photo for the 
members’ page do so toot sweet!  
 
At the December meeting I was approached by a fellow member to visit one another’s 
studios. This great idea stuck with me and little did he know it would become a program I’m 
introducing to the whole membership. I’ll be sending out more details soon, but for now I’m 
giving you a heads up that I’ll be looking for members to open their studios and let us peek.  
What better way to share and learn from one another than to see how we each work.   
 
Ongoing, we’ve got our members only Invitational coming up in July (application due date 
June 5th) and our Fall Sale October 27th (more information soon). Thinking ahead we’ll be 
looking to fill some positions opening on the Board when folks term out (that could be you). 
 
Okay then, we’re on our way; I’d like to send a big thank you to the Board and the 
Membership for their openness to change! 
 
Sincerely, 
Dania Lukey  
President 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dania Lukey 
President 
                             
dlukey@danialukey.com 
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Your 2018 Board 
* President 
         Dania Lukey - term ends 3/2020   
         dlukey@danialukey.com 
* Vice President 
         Sonya Schumacher – term ends 3/2020 
         scharccer@citlink.net 
* Secretary       

Gerilyn Maslowski – term ends 3/2020 
gerilyn.arts@yahoo.com 

* Treasurer      
Debra Moore-Yip – term ends 3/2019     
dmoryip@comcast.net 

* Website Coordinator       
Sandy Feder – term ends 3/2020     
sandy_feder@hotmail.com 

* Show Coordinator      
Sharon Bellomo – term ends 3/2019      
rivercycle@sbcglobal.net 

* Publicity Coordinator      
Sonya Schumacher (until filled) 
scharccer@citlink.net 

* Newsletter Editor    
Marianne DeMartini – term ends 
6/2019 maridem55@gmail.com  

* Membership Info  
Dania Lukey – term ends 3/2019 
dlukey@danialukey.com 

* Outreach Coordinator       
Sean Bill – term ends 3/2019 

         mrbillceramics@gmail.com                      

* SGAC Coordinator - open 

 

 

 

Next Board Meeting: 

 
• Wed. June 13, 2018 
SPG: AbF Board Meeting @ 
Sonya’s house, 7pm 
13536 Marengo Rd., Galt, Ca 
95632 

 

 

C
al

en
d

ar
 • Wed. June 13, 2018 

SPG: AbF Board Meeting 
@ 
Sonya’s house, 7pm 
13536 Marengo Rd., Galt, 
Ca 95632 
 

• Wed. Aug. 8, 2018 
Location and time to be 
determined 
 

 

 

 

• Wed. Oct. 10, 2018 
Location to be determined 
7 pm 
 
• Sat., Oct. 27, 2018  
10 ɀ 4 pm 
Art by Fire Holiday 
Show/Sale at Shepard 
Garden and Arts Center, 
3330 McKinley Blvd., 
Sacramento 

 

 

 

 

 

• Wed. Dec. 12, 2018 
Board Meeting and 
Holiday Potluck 
Location to be determined 
6 pm 
 

Deadline for submission of news, articles or classifieds is the 20th of January, March, May, July, September and 

November. All members are encouraged to submit articles and photos for consideration. 
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MEMBER NEWS 
  
Tell your fellow members a little bit about yourself   
and your work. We’d love to get to know our 
members better! We’d also like to know where you 
will be showing and/or selling your work! Or where 
you have been; your fellow SPG-ers would love to 
hear what you thought about that last show you did. 
“Seconds” is your forum and an easy way to help 
you promote yourself and your work. Please send 
info and photos (jpegs) to: maridem55@gmail.com 
or mail them (with a self-addressed envelope) to: 
Marianne DeMartini, 225 Foresthill Ave., Auburn, CA 
95603 
  
EDITOR’S NOTE: The next issue will be July/August 
with a deadline of July 20th for submissions. 
Keep in mind that we can get your information out in 
between newsletters via email! 
 

 

In Memoriam: George Esquibel 1939-2018 

 

A Memorial Service for George 

Esquibel was held in Modesto on 

April 7th. He was a friend and 

mentor to me. He hired me to be his 

Instructional Assistant in Ceramics 

at Sacramento City College in 1993 

until I left in 1995 to open our own gallery. I remember 

George as a talented sculptor watching him work at City 

College. He was working on a series of self-portrait 

sculptures that included fabulous elephants as the base 

figure. He sometimes included Kachina dolls as riders. 

These were symbolic culturally, politically, and were very 

humanly engaging. 

He lived a full life. He served in Vietnam, was a member 

of the Royal Chicano Air Force art collective, completed 

his Masters at Sac State, and went on to be a professor 

in ceramics at City College for 34 years until retiring in 

2007. He served on the Sacramento Metropolitan Arts 

Commission. He was active in the Los Rios California 

Federation of Teachers. He started the Union Hall 

Gallery there and curated many wonderful art exhibits for 

ten years. He held strongly to his beliefs and, in my 

experience, wanted to empower people to find their own 

way and then believe in themselves. His wife Connie 

had been a longtime member of the Sacramento Potters 

Group; a talented potter in her own right. He was a 

dedicated family man and was loved by many. He will be 

missed. -- Sonya Schumacher 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Kiwanis Art Fiesta at the Pavilions Shopping 

Center on Fair Oaks Boulevard near Howe Avenue on 

Sat., June 2nd, and Sun., June 3rd, from 9:30 am 4:30 pm. 

Sandy Feder and a few other members will be there 

displaying their work. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

SPG: AbF Open Volunteer Position! 
 
We are in need of a member to fill the Publicity 
Coordinator  position.  
 
 
Please contact Dania Lukey at     
dlukey@danialukey.com  

 

 

 

               NEW WEBSITE! 

Our webmaster Sandy is designing a new web 

site for us. Each member needs to send in a 

new picture either of your artwork or you and 

your artwork. The picture needs to be 

submitted in the following format: jpeg or png; 

72 dpi or 75 dpi, and width 1900 pixels by 

height 1080 pixels. 

Please send photos to Sandy 

Feder, sandy_feder@hotmail.com. 

Please verify that your link on the current web 

page to your studio web site is live and 

working (since these links will be moved to the 

new web site). 

Any questions should be directed to Sandy at 

the above email. 

Thank you! 
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Empty Bowls Report 
By John C. Reiger 
 
The 2018 Empty Bowls event seemed to go off without a 
hitch. The sponsor, River City Food Bank (RCFB), has 
been doing this soup-and-bowl-buying charity event for 
years. Bowl makers (potters especially) donate bowls, 
attendees pay to be fed soup (from great local 
restaurants) and select a bowl from dozens and dozens 
of bowls on a big table. 
 
Some of us donators are allowed to sell our pots from 
booths set up on the edge of the big room in the 
Sacramento Convention Center where the event takes 
place. I’ve participated for a number of years and find it 

to be a 
wonderful 
way to start 
my fair 
season. It’s 
close to 
home, and if 
I’ve 
forgotten 
something 
(easy to do 
after the 
winter 
break) I can 
get it 
quickly. My 

sales have not been stellar, but pretty good for a non-art 
show event. Attendees are not there for the pot show on 
the side, but to get some soup, pick a bowl, and donate 
to a good cause. Nevertheless, many folks check out the 
side booths. 
 
This is an easy show to do. For the beginners they 
provide a table and chairs; for the experienced potters 
the booth spaces are generous. And they only take 10 
percent commission. I recommend it. Contact RCFB 
(Cheryl at 916-486-0400), donate some bowls, and I’ll 
see you next year. Please donate some bowls even if 
you don’t want to participate, it’s a good cause. 
 

 
 

General Membership Meeting Minutes for 
April 11, 2018: Location: Shepard Garden & 
Arts Center 
 
 
President’s Report: Establishing Group goals 
          Discussion to create an Outreach Coordinator 

position for the community and schools (Sean Bill). 
Position of Outreach Coordinator was proposed 
and voted on. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: $3,974.62 
          A vote was taken and passed to increase show 

fees.  
 
Membership Report: 60 members 
 
SGAC Report: Calendar considerations. SGAC 

requests we don’t let homeless use their 
restrooms.  

         SPG: AbF Fall show is Oct. 27, 2018 
          We are looking for a person to take over the 

SGAC position. 
 
Webmaster Report: Sandy Feder needs new photos of 

members’ work for our new website: JPEG or 
PNG; 72 dpi or 75 dpi, and width 1900 pixels by 
height 1080 pixels. 

         Goal is to get new site up by June 1st, 2018. 
 
Shows Report: Notice went out for the Invitational show 

at Alpha Ceramics. Need pics of members’ 
entries. 

 
Newsletter report: Marianne asked the board if there 

should be any changes to the list of organizations 
the hard copy newsletter should be mailed to. 

 
Other Reports: SPG flyers at the SGAC. Edits were 

discussed. 
 
New Business: SPG wants to use social media more 

(Instagram, Twitter, etc.). 
          Discussed scheduling 2 SPG meetings that are 

social get-togethers. 
 
          
    
 
          
    

 



CALLS TO ARTISTS AND WORKSHOPS 
 
Check out Ceramics Monthly magazine online! 
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/magazines-subscriptions/ceramics-monthly/ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Workshops with Featured Artist Michelle Gregor at Blue Line Arts, Roseville 

June 22-24 and June 27-29, 2018 

Susan Cooley Gilliom: Artist in Residence & Teaching Program 

https://www.bluelinearts.org/scg-2018 

Also at Blue Line: 3rd Saturday Reception: all about Ceramics! 

Sat., June 16, 5 – 8:30 pm 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Plates, Platters and Nothing Else Matters 2018 

The Long Beach Island Foundation of the Arts and Sciences is pleased to announce a call to enter our 

“Plates, Platters and Nothing Else Matters” exhibition, a National Juried Competition of ceramic works. 

 Entry Deadline: 6/1/18 

https://www.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=4797 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CUTTING EDGE: NONTRADITIONAL GLASS 

Arts Benicia 

991 Tyler Street, Suite 114 

Benicia CA 94510 

Entry Deadline: 6/10/18 

APPLY TO THIS CALL 

CONTACT EVENT 

 

2018 Sonoma Ceramics Summer Workshops 

https://sonomacommunitycenter.org/category/all-classes/ceramics/ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL JEWISH FOOD FAIRE 

Carmichael 

Sunday, August 26th, 2018 

9am – 3pm 

2018 Food Faire Chair: 

Lydia Inghram 

inghram@aol.com 

https://www.bluelinearts.org/scg-2018
https://www.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=4797
https://www.callforentry.org/agreetoterms.php?ID=5298&ArtistFairID=
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
POTS THAT POUR WORKSHOP with Lynn Woods from Santa Rosa at the Lodi Community Art Center 
Join instructor Lynn Wood, the texture queen, for this fun class open to all skill-levels! 
 
Saturday July 21st at 110 W. Pine St., Lodi 
Cost is $80 
 
Pay and pre-register by June 15th to reserve your spot. 
http://www.lodiartcenter.org/adult-classes/2018-7-24-pots-that-pour-pottery-workshop 
 
Contact: jcglassart3@gmail.com 
 

 

CURTIS FEST Artisan Festival 2018 

August 26, 2018 

10am-4pm 

William Curtis Park 

http://www.sierra2.org/events-activities/cf2018vendapp/ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

San Joaquin Delta College’s LH Horton Jr Gallery (CA), National Call for Artists:  VISIONS IN CLAY 2018 

A National Ceramic Art Show  

Deadline: June 25, 2018 

https://www.deltacollege.edu/div/finearts/dept/dca/gallery/documents/Visionscall2018 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

46th Annual Labor Day Weekend Arts & Crafts Festival 

Arnold, CA 

September 1 & 2  

https://www.afterthegoldrushfestivals.com/   Contact: 925-372-8961 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CROCKER HOLIDAY ARTISAN MARKET 2018 

Thanksgiving Weekend November 23, 24 & 25, 2018 

Location:  

Scottish Rite Center, 6151 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95819 

 

Phone: 916-747-3266 

Event Dates: 11/23/18 - 11/25/18 

Application Deadline: 7/1/18 Midnight PST  

https://www.zapplication.org/event-info.php?ID=6413 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There are many interesting workshops offered at Leslie Ceramics in Richmond. Check them out here: 

http://www.aftosa.com/workshops/ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The “Field Guide for Ceramic Artisans” is a website of information and resources developed to help and support 

students when they are finishing school. 

http://ceramicsfieldguide.org/introduction/ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

  
Sean Bill                                                                                       
 

                                                                                       
                                                                                                       
                                                                                      Sharon Bloom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

To submit a classified ad (equipment for sale 
 

 or wanted) send info and photos (jpegs) to:  
 

maridem55@gmail.com 

 

Some photos of members’ work 

from our new website!  

https://artbyfire.org/members.html 

http://ceramicsfieldguide.org/introduction/
mailto:maridem55@gmail.com
https://artbyfire.org/members.html


CLASSIFIEDS 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

KILN FOR SALE 

Duncan, Model LT-3K, electric kiln. 

This kiln has never been used and the owner would like to get it out of her storage unit. Would like to get $200 or 

best offer. Call Erika @ 916 224-4141. 

          

          

___________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR SALE 
 
Light Dome Co. Canopy, 10" x 10" = 4 sides, new, Vinyl, no top, $75.00. 
 
Alpine Gas Kiln Parts. I purchased $45.00 for one at Clay People in Richmond last year. 
All for $35.00 
 
True Albany Slip for sale: $6.00 per pound.  
 
20 Silicon carbide gas kiln shelves, $400 for all 20 kiln shelves, 11" x 22" x 5/8”, good condition.  
($2000 value new) 
  
 
Contact Itsuko @ itsukoceramics@sbcglobal.net   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:itsukoceramics@sbcglobal.net


EXHIBITIONS/SHOWS 

Whale of a Show                                                             

Catch the tail end of this show! 

Larry Carnes at Alpha Fired Ceramics 

through June 2nd 

4675 Aldona Lane, Sacramento 

916-484-4424 

For gallery hours check www.alphafiredarts.com 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rodney Mott Art of Penryn, CA 

Ceramic Artist Creates a Time Capsule May 2018 

Hundreds of Sculptures and Pots Buried in Wood Fire Kiln 

Rodney Mott, Ceramic Artist of Penryn, CA, founder of the Penryn Woodfire Workshop at Rodney Mott Art and 

professor at American River College, will complete a 2 year project in May 2018, when he fires hundreds of 

sculptures and pots in the oldest kiln at the workshop.  Instead of unloading the pieces, the completed works will 

remain unseen.  The unopened kiln will be encapsulated and buried under a topiary, creating a time capsule. 

To follow Rodney Mott’s progress: 

https://www.instagram.com/rodneymottart 

https://www.facebook.com/rodneymottart 

http://www.rodneymottart.com/ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming: 

THE ELAINE AND SIDNEY COHEN COLLECTION 

OF CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS 

August 5, 2018 - November 18, 2018 

Crocker Art Museum 

216 O Street, Sacramento 

www.crockerart.org/exhibitions/the-elaine-and-sidney-cohen-collection 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Application and Agreement to participate in the 2nd Annual 
SPG: Art by Fire Invitational Membership Exhibit 
 

SPG: Art by Fire to Exhibit at Alpha Fired Arts Gallery, Sacramento, Ca 
July 25th - Sept 7th, 2018  
 
Submission, Use, Delivery, Reception, and Pick-up 
Entry deadline June 5th 

 
 
Alpha Fired Arts has opened up their gallery for the SPG: Art by Fire use for the 2nd Annual 
Membership Invitational Exhibit. SPG: Art by Fire will post entry requirements and gather 
membership entries. Then, members will drop off their pieces directly to Alpha Fired Arts 
on drop off dates with paperwork. SPG: Art by Fire will publicize the event in addition to 
what Alpha does. We will work with Alpha Fired Arts and co-ordinate publicity. Each 
member can submit 1-3 pieces for the Invitational Exhibit. The first piece by each member 
will be accepted, and on a space available basis, pieces 2-3 according to date 
submitted. If the show is not full by the entry deadline, late entries will be considered for 
acceptance. Alpha Fired Artsô commissions apply to all sales in the show during the 
exhibition. 
 
 
For publicity: Make sure you take professional quality photos with a plain background 
and clarity of image. Please send these to sonya@schumacherceramics.com with your entry submission by June 
5th (late photos may be accepted if you let us know when you can have them). Send at least the first entry image 
with application. 
 
Deliver your accepted work(s) (remember it is on a space available basis after first 
entry): Drop off directly at Alpha Fired Arts, 4675 Aldona Way, Sacramento, on Friday, July 
20th, or Saturday, July 21st, from 10am-4pm. If you cannot be there another member may 
drop off your work if you include your signed paperwork. 
 
The opening reception will be on Second Saturday, August 11th, from 2pm- 4pm. 
Check website for sign-up to bring food. 
 
Picking up your work: Pick up work directly from Alpha’s Gallery on Friday, Sept. 7th, or 
Saturday, Sept. 8th, from 10am-4pm. All work will need to be picked up by artist at Alpha Fired 
Arts Gallery (if you cannot come, make arrangements with another member). 
 
NOT FOLLOWING SUBMISSION GUIDELINES WILL DISQUALIFY YOU FROM PARTICIPATING IN THIS 
EXHIBIT. 
 
 

WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MEMBERSHIP INVITATIONAL BUT NOT A MEMBER? 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON THE artbyfire.org WEBSITE! 
  

mailto:sonya@schumacherceramics
artbyfire.org


 

SPG: Art by Fire Invitational Exhibit Application 
 

Artist Release of Liability for Alpha Fired Arts & SPG: Art by Fire 
 
I understand that Alpha Fired Arts Gallery & SPG: Art by Fire will not assume any 

responsibility or obligation for any loss or damage by breakage, theft, fire, or other natural 

cause to items displayed. I release Alpha Fired Arts Gallery & SPG: Art by Fire, organizers 

of the exhibit, and any other authorized contractors or persons involved in the exhibit, 

from any personal liability for any and all claims that could arise out of such loss or 

damage. I understand that I am solely responsible for insurance coverage for the item(s) 

being displayed, and the burden is on me to do so at my own cost if I desire insurance 

coverage for the event, as no insurance coverage is provided to me by Alpha Fired Arts 

Gallery & SPG: Art by Fire. I understand that Alpha Fired Arts Gallery & SPG: Art by Fire 

shall not be liable for any injury to myself, my personnel, agents or employees or for any 

damage or loss of my work, equipment or other personal property arising out of the 

above exhibit, the mounting and/or any other activities involved in the preparation and/or 

presentation of the exhibit. 

 

 
Artist (Please Print): ______________________________________________ 
 
Date: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
  



 
 

Best of the SPG: Art by Fire Membership Invitational Exhibit 2018 
 
 
Member name___________________________________ Application Date______________ 
 
Email address_____________________________________ Phone______________________ 

 
 
Labels: 
 
First, you will need to send this info by June 5th to sonya@schumacherceramics.com or by mail to:  

SPG: Invitational Membership Exhibit, 13536 Marengo Rd., Galt, CA 95632.   

Please include this information on each piece, and adhere a copy to each piece gently. Make a separate copy of 

the entire page for you to bring and submit at delivery. (So you need to print twice). 

 

 
Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Title: __________________________________________ 
 
Media: ________________________________________ 
 
Price: (include sales tax):_____________ Date: ________ 
 (when piece was made) 
 
 
Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Title: __________________________________________ 
 
Media: ________________________________________ 
 
Price: (include sales tax):_____________ Date: ________ 
 (when piece was made) 
 
 
Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Title: __________________________________________ 
 
Media: ________________________________________ 
 
Price: (include sales tax):_____________ Date: ________ 

 (when piece was made) 
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SPG: Art by Fire 
(formerly Sacramento Potters Group) 

5033 Olive Oak Way 

Carmichael CA 95608 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Membership in SPG: Art by Fire is from January 1 through December 31. Dues are not pro-rated for a partial year 

membership. It is open to all clay, metal, and hot-glass workers; no commercial slip-cast made ceramics. To be 

included on the printed roster please send in your membership form and money by March 15th. To become a member 

and to be listed on the SPG: Art by Fire Web site, please complete, make your $25.00 check payable to SPG: Art 

by Fire and mail to: SPG: Art by Fire, 5033 Olive Oak Way, Carmichael, CA 95608 

 

NAME______________________________________________________________________________________ 

My information has NOT changed since last year (you do not need to fill out the rest of the form) 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ 

CITY___________________________________________________STATE________ZIP___________________ 

TELEPHONE________________________________ E-MAIL_________________________________________ 

(CHANGE OF ADDRESS?)_________yes 

WEB SITE ADDRESS __________________________________________________MEDIUM_______________ 

RESALE # (if you are going to do a SPG: Art by Fire show) 

______________________________________________ 

DO YOU WANT TO BE LISTED ON THE SPG: AbF WEB SITE (IT IS FREE) ___ (YES) ___ (NO) 

If you want a picture added, please send it in jpeg format to Sandy Feder at sandy_feder@hotmail.com 

I WOULD PREFER THE NEWSLETTER TO BE DELIVERED BY: _____MAIL, or ____EMAIL, or ___BOTH 

About SPG: Art by Fire/Sacramento Potters Group 
The SPG was founded in 1976 by a group of like-minded potters and clay artists as a means to get together and share ideas, stories and 

techniques and just plain socialize with other “clay people”. Membership is open to artists who create their work by fire. We have clay, glass 
and metal artists as members. The only restriction is that we do not allow “paint your own pottery” in the group. Sorry! But there are other 

groups for that! SPG started out as a group of potters but quickly grew to include clay sculptors as well as glass and metal artists. Shows - 

SPG currently sponsors two members’ shows per year - the Seconds Sale which is every January on the second Saturday, and the Art by Fire 

Holiday Show and Sale which takes place in October. 


